
Happy Mother’s Day! 

 

 

Beatitudes for Mothers 

Blessed are the parents who refuse to compare their 

children with others.  

Blessed are the Fathers and Mothers who have learned to 

laugh, for it is the music of the child's world.  

Blessed are those parents who accept the awkwardness 

of their growing children, letting each child grow at their 

own speed.  

Blessed are the parents who can say "No" without anger.  

Blessed are the parents who take their children to church, for it gladdens their 

hearts.  

Blessed are the parents who are teachable, for understanding brings love.  

Blessed are the parents who love their children in the midst of a hostile world, for 

love is the Greatest Gift of all.  

 

Scholarship Fund 
We continue to accept pledges and 

collections for our annual St Tikhon’s 

Scholarship.  To date we have only had 2 

commitments made.  It is very important 

that we support the good work at St a 

Tikhon’s and the men who are studying for 

the priesthood there.  

Please find a way to make 

a contribution to this 

worthy cause.  Pledge 

forms are available at the 

Candle Desk.   

 

 

 

FOCA CONFERENCE:  Bp 

Michael will be conducting 

an all day religious 

conference on Saturday, 

May 22nd in Endicott.  This 

conference – “In the 

Footsteps of Christ – Our Past, Present and 

Future” – is sponsored jointly by Ss Peter & 

Paul Church in Endicott and the Upper New 

York State District of FOCA.  There is no 

charge and all are welcome to attend!  The 

conference will begin with the Divine 

Liturgy presided by Bp Michael, followed by 

a meal, presentations and discussions. 



Mothers in God's Service 
 

Whether we are aware of it or not, we are all called to serve God. 

Whatever talents He has given us, we should choose to use in the 

service of His glorification. One such talent is the  ability of a 

woman to care for the children she bears. She takes care of their 

physical needs and also tries to promote what she herself perceives 

as a need to know God. To women, God has given the wonderful 

mission of raising children, of building little temples for Him, 

raising another generation inspired to praise God.  

Orthodox Christians understand just how exalted motherhood is. 

Has God not willed to be incarnate of a woman - Mary, the blessed offspring of aged Joachim 

and Anna? She was found worthy to take part in the mystery of the incarnation, having 

perfected in her soul purity, humility, obedience, silence, simplicity and a gentle disposition. 

She knew that such is precious in the sight of God (I Pet. 3:4). And in the environment of her 

purity of mind and speech, as well as her quiet comportment, she raised her holy Son with 

gentle love and care. While she is unique in her holiness, she is absolutely beautiful in her 

humanity. Perhaps every woman cherishes the wish in her heart to have the special grace that 

renders the Mother of God the saint of saints and the model of purity and silence.  

To all who are called by God to motherhood, may it be granted not 

only to be worthy servants of His chosen flock, but also to take part in 

raising that God-glorifying generation. While God entrusts the leading 

to spiritual growth and development of virtues to many people, 

including priests and godparents, He chooses women to serve Him in 

motherhood, and we ought to understand that it is a holy calling. A 

woman worthy of being called "mother" is also worthy of being 

deemed "martyr" because raising children is a great sacrifice of self. 

Do not underestimate the serious and holy service you render when you accept from God to 

raise the little ones He gives you.  

Happy Mother's Day! Reprinted from Life Transfigured: A Journal of Orthodox Nuns, Vol. 21, 

No. 2, Summer 1989, p.10. Holy Transfiguration Monastery, Ellwood City, PA.  

 

Orthodox Church Offered Education Class 
On Thursday night, May 6, three very interested woman came to hear and discuss the history 

of the Orthodox Church, and to grow more deeply in their faith.  Education is very important in 

the life of the Orthodox Christian – we are ever growing in our faith, in our love, and in our 

perfection for Jesus Christ.  The next class will be offered on Thursday, June 3rd at 7 PM.  I hope 

to see some of you there! 


